THE   WORLD   SOUL
should have acquired the most perfect appreciation of the beauty of nature ever written. The Gospels do not record them, because the hearers were intent only on spiritual personal truths and did not know that love of the world was one of the greatest of these. They seem to have despised the world. Yet God so loved the world He made in love that He sent His Son, His Wisdom, to tell it truth. Did not that Son love it too, all of it ? You can feel it in the form of his parables, in his recognition that Solomon in all his glory was not so beautiful as the lilies. Therefore he desired that world intensely, to be one with it, to rule it and in ruling it to serve it, to enjoy it. He wants to come here and reign for ever.
Like all great men he felt intuitively his greatness. He could measure himself with those about him and see the immeasurable difference. He could hear men talk and plumb their brains, measure their thought in cupfuls compared to the infinite sea that filled his brain. He had that insight into men which only the greatest have. See how he sums up the centurion from a phrase of his. He had personality, that utterly indefinable quality which rules the world. See how this personality of his affected Pilate, the Roman official and others. He had that utter contempt for smallness of mind that great thinkers always have, and yet that feeling of helplessness before them. You can't make them see or hear or understand. What is